471-2]              The Freedom of the Will                 49

prospect of an actual fulfilment of their postulates. Human
thought, however far it may reach, must always remain in the
realm of the finite, infinitely removed from its ultimate goal.
While these two ideas both indicate an infinite regressus,
they refer to infinities of different orders. Mechanical
causality, associated with a permanent material substance,
is, if we assume an universe finite in extent or a sufficiently
isolated portion of an infinite universe, a causal series that
is indeed inexhaustible by actual measurement, but not,
strictly speaking, infinite. In this realm the world-formula
of Laplace, though a fiction, is yet indicative of the direction
in which the exact investigation of nature proceeds. Psychical
causality, on the other hand, is an inexhaustible process,
ever bringing forth new psychical products. Even supposing
that the sum of ideas possible to the finite human mind,
inclosed within definite bounds of time and space, were
in any way limited, yet the sum of intellectual processes
for which these ideas might furnish the sensuous material
would remain infinite. And granting complete knowledge
of the previous course of events in the world, that principle
of increasing energy which we can trace in all processes of
psychical development would render for ever impossible every
prophecy regarding future creations. Applied to the mental
realm, Laplace's world-formula is not an unattainable ideal,,
but a false analogy. The fact that the infinity of mechanical
causality is of a lower order than that of psychical causality
is evidence that the two series are not independent, parallel
in their course while entirely disparate in character; but that
the mechanism of nature is really only a part of the whole
complex of psychical causality. It consists of a series of
concepts connecting, in accordance with the general principle
of reason and consequence, all those ideas which we term
objects. The idea of the external world, together with all
the conceptions relating to it, is contained in the whole